
 1 

 ד  ''בס

 

Parashat Shemini 
 ”ליקוטי שמואל“מתוך 

Editor: Sam. Eisikovits 
eisikovits1@gmail.com 

 

mailto:eisikovits1@gmail.com


 2 

Guarding Against Feeling Too Good About 
Oneself 
Parshas Shemini 
Rabb i Yissocher Frand   
 
In  th is week’s Parsha  we  have  the  cu lm ina tion  of the  Seven  Days of 
Consecra tion , u sed  to  ded ica te  the Mishkan. On  the  e igh th  
day, Moshe  ca lled  Aharon  and  told  h im  which  offe rings to  b ring to  
fin ish  off the  process of consecra tion . After they d id  
everyth ing, Moshe  sa id : “Th is is the m atte r you  sha ll do so  tha t the  
Glory of G-d  will appear upon  you .” [Vayikra  9:6] 
The  Yalku t on  th is pasuk [verse] in te rpre ts these  words to  m ean  
“That Evil Inclina tion  you  shou ld  rem ove  from  your hearts.” What 
specific Evil Inclina tion  (Yetzer Hara) is Moshe  re fe rring to  over 
here? 
(Severa l years ago, we  offe red  an  in te rp re ta tion  from  the  Netziv on  
th is question. This year we  will be  giving d iffe ren t in sigh t, found  in  
the  Drash  V’Iyun , by the  Reisher Rav.) 
The  pasuk in  Koheles says, “There  is no righ teous person  in  the  
world  who does (on ly) good , and  does no evil” [Koheles 7:20]. The  
Reisher Rav says tha t perhaps the  pasuk m eans tha t even  when  a  
person  does a  m itzvah , there  is a lways the  chance  tha t in  
the  m itzvah  itse lf, he  will com e to  do som e kind  of a  sin . 
A person  can  give  Tzedakah  and  fee l good  abou t h im se lf, bu t the  
Evil Inclina tion  can  creep  in , and  he’ll fee l too good  abou t h im se lf 
and  becom e haugh ty. So, the  pasuk m eans tha t even  when  a  
person  does a  grea t act, it can  be  ta in ted  by the  wrong em otions 
or by fee lings of gayvah  or the  like . 
It was a t th is tim e , says the  Drash  V’Iyun , tha t Kla l Yisroe l were  
suscep tib le  to  such  an  Evil Inclina tion . Im agine  the  fee ling. Here  
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they were , a  peop le  who had  just com e ou t of slavery, and  now 
they bu ilt th is beau tifu l ed ifice , with  beau tifu l vesse ls. There  was a  
very rea l worry tha t they wou ld  feel too good  abou t them selves. 
There  was the  chance  tha t they wou ld  succum b to  the  em otions of 
“m y strength  and  the  power of m y hand  m ade  a ll th is m igh t” 
[Devorim  8:17] — it was our power, it was ou r m oney, it was our 
dedica tion , e tc., e tc. 
It was a t th is junctu re  tha t Moshe  te lls them , “That fam ous Yetzer 
Hara” — the  Evil Inclina tion  of fee ling too good  abou t doing 
a  Mitzvah , too sm ug and  too sa tisfied  abou t onese lf — is what you  
have  to  watch  ou t for a t th is m om ent of e recting the  Mishkan . 
 

A Story Stressing The Reward For 
Meticulous Kashrus Observance 
Parshas Shemini 
Rabb i Yissocher Frand   
 
The  pasuk a t the  conclusion  of the  section  of forbidden  foods 
listed  a t the  end  of the  parsha  says: “For I am  Hashem  Who b rings 
you  up  from  the  land  of Egyp t to  be  a  G-d  un to  you; you  sha ll be  
holy for I am  holy.” [Vayikra  11:45] Rashi cites the  teach ing of the  
House  of Rav Yishm ael tha t the  pasuk m eans to  say, had  I not 
b rough t Israe l ou t of Egyp t for any reason  other than  tha t they do 
not m ake  them selves im pure  through  ea ting the  forb idden  foods 
as do the  other na tions, it wou ld  have  been  su fficien t cause  for 
them  to  have  been  redeem ed . 
It is d ifficu lt to  OVERSTATE the  im portance  of the  laws 
of Kashrus. It is likewise  d ifficu lt to  UNDERSTATE the  grea t harm  
done  to  a  Jewish  sou l by the  consum ption  of forb idden  foods. I 
once  heard  Rabb i Bere l Wein  quote  a  sta tistic pub lished  by the  
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Jewish  Nationa l Fund  tha t today 80% of the ir m oney com es from  
on ly 10% of the  Jewish  popu la tion . Desp ite  the  fact tha t Jews have  
a  repu ta tion  for be ing generous, tha t m ay have  been  the  case  40, 
50, 60, or 80 years ago. Today, the  ea ting of p ig, she llfish , crab , and  
im properly slaugh tered  m eat tha t the  Jewish  people  have  been  
consum ing over the  past 50 years has taken  a  to ll on  the  Jewish  
sou l. The  “Yidd ishe  nesham a” is not what it u sed  to  be  because  of 
the  corrosive  e ffect of forbidden  food  en tities. 
Tha t having been  said , I read  the  following story tha t was written  
by Rabb i Yosef Chaim  Sonnenfe ld , a  d iscip le  of the  Kesav Sofer. 
The  Kesav Sofer, in  turn , was the  son  of the  Chasam  Sofer who told  
th is story in  the  nam e of h is teacher, Rav Nosson  Adler. The  story 
took p lace  in  the  la te  1700s or the  early 1800s. 
There  were  two successfu l Jewish  m erchan ts who lived  in  
Pressburg, the  city of the  Chasam  Sofer. They had  the ir own  flee t 
of boa ts, in  wh ich  they used  to  trave l the  world  in  pu rsu it of the ir 
im port/export business. These  m erchan ts were  once  a rrested  by 
Span ish  au thorities off the  coast of Spain  with  the ir sh ip  fu ll of 
m erchand ise . At tha t particula r poin t in  tim e , p iracy was ram pan t 
in  the  Med iterranean  Sea , and  therefore , sm uggling and  p iracy 
were  com m on. The  Jews and  the ir m erchand ise  were  de ta ined  
because  of the  (false ) susp icion  that the ir goods were  p ira ted  or 
sm uggled . 
They were  b rough t in to  the  port of Barce lona  to  be  he ld  in  custody 
while  the  investiga tion  p roceeded  as to  whether the ir cargo was 
legitim ate. They were  lucky, however, in  tha t a t tha t tim e , the  
Span ish  Governm en t had  very good  re la tions with  the  Austro-
Hungarian  Em pire  and  its Em peror, Franz-Yosef. Based  on  the  
good  diplom atic re la tions, the  Jews were  not thrown  in to  ja il. They 
were  trea ted  very respectfu lly wh ile  they were  be ing de ta ined. 
They were  assigned  to  two custom s officia ls, who wou ld  take  care  
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of them  while  the  investiga tion  p roceeded. Each  was taken  hom e 
by one  of the  custom s officia ls to  re lax and  be  served  lunch. 
There  was on ly one  prob lem . Despite  the  fact tha t th is story took 
p lace  be tween  two and  th ree  hundred  years a fte r the  Inqu isition , 
the  Inqu isition  was still a live  and  well in  Spain . Under the  te rm s of 
the  Inqu isition , any person  in  Spain  suspected  of be ing Jewish  was 
given  the  choice  of e ither converting to  Catholicism  or be ing 
burned  in  the  town  square . The  m erchan ts rea lized  tha t if the ir 
Jewish  iden tities were  revea led , they wou ld  face  th is horrib le  
choice . 
Therefore , the  Jews d isgu ised  them selves so  tha t they wou ld  look 
like  Gen tiles. As m en tioned  before , each  m erchan t was assigned  to  
a  d iffe ren t custom s agen t. The  custom s agen t had  his se rvan t 
se rve  them  lunch , consisting of ch icken  and  wine. The  custom s 
agen t noticed  tha t h is guest turned white  as a  ghost. He  then  to ld  
h is guest to  follow h im  to  the  a ttic. When  they got to  the  a ttic, he  
to ld  h im , “I know tha t som eth ing is wrong. You  tu rned  white  as a  
ghost when  m y servan t b rough t you  your food . You  are  Jewish , 
a ren’t you?” Before  the  guest had  a chance  to  answer, the  custom s 
agen t to ld  h im , “So am  I.” It ju st so  happened  tha t th is custom s 
agen t was a  descendan t of the  Marranos, who ou tward ly 
converted  to  avoid  expu lsion  from  Spain , bu t secre tly tried  to  
m ain ta in  the ir Jewish  iden tity and  Jewish  trad itions. To prove  h is 
poin t, he  closed  the  door of the  a ttic, pu lled  up  a  floor board  and  
took ou t a  sh iny and  sharp  kn ife  used  in  ritua l slaugh ter (‘chalif’). 
He  told  h is guest, “The  ch icken  we  a re  abou t to  ea t, I personally 
slaugh tered  it!” Kosher L’Mehadrin ! 
The  Jewish  m erchan t was flabbergasted  a t the  persona l Divine  
Providence  (Hashgocha  Pra tis) tha t sen t h im  specifica lly to  th is 
m an’s house! He  a te  h is m eal, the  investiga tion  concluded  tha t 
there  was no p rob lem  with  their m erchand ise , and  both  
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m erchan ts were  re leased. The  Jew m et up  with  h is partner and  
asked  h im  abou t h is experiences. The  second  Jew was very 
d istraugh t. He  adm itted  tha t he  had  to  ea t non-Kosher m eat to  
p reserve  h is appearance  as a  non-Jew. He  had  ru led  for h im self 
tha t th is was a  m atte r of life  and  dea th , and  in  such  situa tions, one  
is not requ ired  to  be  a  m artyr to  ea t on ly kosher food . The  first Jew 
told  h is friend , “The  sam e thing happened  to  m e, bu t I had  the  
unbe lievab le  fortune  of be ing hosted  by a  secre t Jew who was a  
Shoche t, and  I was ab le  to  ea t kosher.” 
The  m an  who had  to  ea t the  non-Kosher m eat was beside  h im se lf 
when  he  heard  th is story. “What was m y sin , what was m y iniqu ity 
tha t caused  G-d  to  lead  m y partner to  a  secre t observan t Jew, and  I 
was forced  to  ea t nevilah?” When  he  got back to  Pressburg, he  
wen t to  h is holy Rebb i, the  Chasam  Sofer, and  to ld  h im  the  story. 
“What”, he  asked  h is teacher, “d id  I do wrong in  m y life  tha t I was 
pu t in to  a  situa tion  tha t I had  to  eat non-Kosher?” 
The  Chasam  Sofer responded , “I have  a  trad ition  from  m y teacher, 
the  holy Gaon  Rav Nosson  Adler, tha t any person  who never pu t 
anyth ing in  h is m ou th  tha t had  the sligh test question  of being 
forb idden , the  Alm igh ty guaran tees tha t th is person  will never 
com e in to  a  situa tion  which  wou ld  force  h im  to  ea t som eth ing tha t 
is p roh ib ited . If you  a re  so  care ful tha t you  never pu t anyth ing 
questionable  in to  your m ou th , the  ‘m easure  for m easure’ reward  
is tha t the  Alm igh ty will see  to  it tha t you , in  fact, never have  to  ea t 
anyth ing prohibited.” 
The  Chasam  Sofer concluded , “It m ust be  tha t som e tim e  in  your 
past, you  m ust have  ea ten  som eth ing forbidden  or som eth ing 
abou t wh ich  there  was a t least a  doub t tha t it m igh t be  forb idden .” 
The  m erchan t responded , “Rebbi, it cannot be . It is not true!” The  
Chasam  Sofer insisted : “Th ink hard.” Fina lly, the  m erchan t 
adm itted , “There  was one  inciden t. When  I was first m arried , m y 
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wife  m ade  ch icken  for us. She  b rough t m e the  ch icken  a fte r she  
got it from  the  slaugh te rer and  showed  m e a  ‘shaylah’ [question ] 
she  had  abou t the  ch icken . I was a  young newlywed. I was 
asham ed  to  te ll m y wife  tha t I d id  not know and  tha t she  should  
ask the  Rabb i. I d id  have  Sem icha . I lea rned  the  laws of Shech ita  
and  of Tere ifos. I looked  a t the  chicken . I saw the  shaylah . I sa id  
‘kosher.'” 
Be ing a  newlywed , h is wife  d id  not trust h im . She  took the  chicken  
to  a  Rav. She  to ld  the  Rav, “My husband  has Sem icha , he  lea rned  
the  laws of Tere ifa , and  he  says the ch icken  is Kosher. Is he  righ t 
abou t tha t?” The  Rav looked  a t the  ch icken , and  it was not such  a  
sim ple  question , bu t he  d id  not wan t to  second-guess the  
newlywed  husband , so  he  sa id , “Okay, your husband  says it 
is kosher; you  can  re ly on  his opin ion .” The  m erchan t to ld  the  
Chasam  Sofer, “I a te  tha t ch icken.” 
The  Chasam  Sofer excla im ed , “That is it! You  pu t in  your m ou th  
som eth ing tha t had  a  possibility of be ing p roh ib ited . Tha t is why 
you  forfe ited  the  guaran tee  m en tioned  by Rav Noson  Adler. The  
other m erchan t m ust have  never pu t anything with  a  doub t of 
p roh ib ition  in  h is m ou th . He  had  the  guaran tee  from  the  Alm igh ty 
tha t he  wou ld  be  p rotected  from  ever ea ting non-kosher food.” 
Bu t th is is ju st an  exam ple  of how careful we  m ust be  regard ing 
pu tting som ething non-kosher in to ou r m ou ths. Meticu lous care  in  
th is m atte r yie lds fu lfillm en t of the  p rom ise  of the  Alm igh ty tha t 
we  will never com e to  pu t som eth ing forbidden  in to  our m ou ths. 
 

ÈŻĦ Ġ╔′ ⌠· ┤ь♦ ♦ŻĐ ◙′ Φ♦ ŢΦ♦б ¬ŻĐ┘Φ┤Φ 
Written by Rabbi Moshe Kormornick 
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Someone once confessed to the Dubna Maggid that he does not feel 
Hashem’s love at all. In fact, despite performing mitzvos and making time to 
learn Torah regularly, he does not feel any real connection to Him. The 
Dubna Maggid sensed that although this man kept many mitzvos, he also 
transgressed many more. “I’ll explain your predicament in the following 
parable: A village man once found himself in a large city for the first time. 
He passed by a suit store and decided that he would buy a suit — his first 
ever. He walks in, and the storekeeper gives him a suit, telling him it’s his 
size, and the man goes to try it on. A few minutes later, he walks out of the 
changing room. “Are you making fun of me?” the man demands of the 
storekeeper, “My size? It’s far too small, I could only get the pants and jacket 
on, and I can barely move in them!” By now, the storekeeper is laughing, 
which only incenses the man further. “Let me explain,” says the storekeeper 
after regaining his composure, “The suit fits you perfectly, I am sure of it, but 
you need to remove your old clothes before putting the new suit on. If you 
don’t, then of course it will not fit!” The Dubna Maggid then explained that 
the same is true with our connection to Hashem. The more “old clothes” we 
are wearing — the more transgressions we are holding on to — the less room 
we have to put on a “new suit” to connect to Hashem. 
This concept is found in the Gemara, which states that whenever someone 
transgresses a mitzvah, he creates a spiritual blockage in his heart, stifling his 
connection with Hashem (timtum halev).[1]  This applies to every 
transgression; however, the Ramchal explains that timtum halev associated 
with eating non-kosher food is much more severe.[2] 
Since eating non-kosher food is not one of the “worst” sins one can do (for 
instance, one is not required to give up one's life to avoid eating non-kosher 
food, unlike some other mitzvos), why is the spiritual blockage so serious? 
The Ramchal answers that by eating non-kosher food, or even “kosher food” 
prepared in a non-kosher manner, one is not only causing a blockage between 
him and his Creator in a spiritual sense, but by digesting such food, he is 
literally making the cause of this blockage a part of his physical being; 
essentially, bringing the cause of a stifled relationship with Hashem into his 
nature. 

https://mailchi.mp/bdaeafd16065/exciting-news-short-vort-5762720?e=ae49d5b346#_ftn1
https://mailchi.mp/bdaeafd16065/exciting-news-short-vort-5762720?e=ae49d5b346#_ftn2
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Therefore, when we are careful with our kashrus standards, we are not only 
preventing ourselves from erecting a barrier between Hashem and us, but we 
are showing that, despite a situation being easier, cheaper, or tastier, nothing 
compares to the importance of our relationship with Hashem! 

 
[1]Yoma 39a. See also the Maharal’s Nesivos Olam, Netziv Tzedaka 82. 
[2] Mesillas Yesharim, ch. 11. 
 

♦ŻĐ ┤′ ┘ŞĐ▲ М  
Written by Anonymous 
The sedra is called shemini; meaning ‘the 8th.’ The Maharal points out that 
the number 7 represents the natural world. There are 7 colors in the spectrum 
(rainbow) and 7 days of the week, representing filling the dimensions of time 
and space of our natural world. And the number 8 means being above nature. 
This is why the bris milah is on the 8th day; for that is the showing of our 
supernatural connection to HaShem. And the supernatural Chaunkah miracle 
was eight days too, as were there eight days to the inauguration of the 
mishkan; the supernatural means of ‘housing’ HaShem in this world. 
 

dΦ┤◙ ˝ ┤·  ¬Ć̋ ⌠Đ◙б 
Written by Anonymous 
We can learn deep meanings from everything that is written in the Torah. 
What can we learn from the criteria that make a fish kosher – ie, fins and 
scales? Rav Kuppitz shlit”a explains that the FINS cause the fish to swim in 
the right direction and guide its path and the SCALES act as a protection and 
filter system (ie, so that the nutrients etc., become absorbed in the fish and the 
waste and negative elements of its environment do not). So too every Jew 
needs FINS and SCALES to guide them and help them stay in the right 
direction and protect them from the harm and dangers that are found in every 

https://mailchi.mp/bdaeafd16065/exciting-news-short-vort-5762720?e=ae49d5b346#_ftnref1
https://mailchi.mp/bdaeafd16065/exciting-news-short-vort-5762720?e=ae49d5b346#_ftnref2
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environment. This may be best achieved through teachers, rebbes, good 
friends, Torah learning, and mussar. 
 
Humor 
 

wrong way 
Shmerel was just driving down the one-way highway when his wife 
called him: "Shmerel, be careful. I heard there was a maniac in a car 
driving the wrong way." "One person?" asks shmerel in astonishment, 
everyone is driving the wrong way." 

World War III 
The commanding officer at the Russian military academy (the equivalent of a 
4-star general in the U.S.) gave a lecture on Potential Problems and Military 
Strategy. At the end of the lecture, he asked if there were any questions. 

An officer stood up and asked, "Will there be a third world war? And, will 
Russia take part in it?" 

The general answered both questions in the affirmative. 

Another officer asked, "Who will be the enemy?" 

The general replied, "All indications point to China." 

Everyone in the audience was shocked. 

A third officer remarked, "General, we are a nation of only 150 million, 
compared to the 1.5 billion Chinese. Can we win at all, or even survive?" 

The general answered, "Just think about this for a moment: In modern 
warfare, it is not the quantity of soldiers that matters, but the quality of an 
army's capabilities. For example, in the Middle East, we have had a few wars 
recently where 5 million Jews fought against 150 million Arabs, and Israel was 
always victorious." 
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After a small pause, yet another officer, from the back of the auditorium, 
asked, "Do we have enough Jews?" 

Yes, Sir! 
Three-year-old Moishie Rubinstein had been told several times to get 
ready for bed. The last time his mother told him, she was very 
insistent. His response was, "Yes, sir!" 

Correcting him, Moishie’s mother said, "You would say, 'yes, sir,' to a 
man. I am a lady, so you would say 'yes, ma'am,' to a lady." To quiz him 
on this lesson, she then asked him, "What would you say to Abba?" 

"Yes, sir!" came the reply. 

"Then what would you say to Mommy?" 

"Yes, ma'am!" he proudly answered. 

"Good job! Now, what would you say to Bubbie? 

Little Moishie lit up and said, "Can I have a cookie?" 

You Are What You Eat 
An old Jew lives in an apartment building in an otherwise Catholic 
neighborhood where all adhere to the restriction of eating only fish on 
Fridays. Every Friday afternoon, however, the Jew bakes chicken for 
his Shabbos meal. 

The tantalizing aroma week after week is too much for his Catholic 
neighbors. They convince the local priest to deliver an ultimatum to 
the Jew: either he convert to Catholicism and eat only fish on Fridays, 
or he has to move. The Jew agrees to convert. Three times the priest 
sprinkles holy water on him declaring: "Born a Jew, raised a Jew, now 
a Catholic." 
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The ex-Jew's first Friday night as a Catholic comes around -- and the 
perfume of baking chicken wafts through the neighborhood. A 
neighborhood mob charges into the old man's apartment demanding, 

"What's with the chicken? You're a Catholic now!" 

He says, pointing to the roaster on the table, "That's no chicken; that's 
a fish." 

"Who are you kidding!" they protest. "It's a chicken!" 

The ex-Jew walks over to the sink, wets his hands, approaches the 
table and sprinkles the chicken three times, saying, "Born a chicken, 
raised a chicken, now a fish!" 
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